SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
continued, and Its prevalence greatly in-
creased during the seventeenth century,
reaching its greatest height during the
following one hundred years.
From the official data kept in England
during that period we can glean some
idea of the importance and destructive-
ness of smallpox. Lord Macaulay, in his
History of England, writing of the time of
William and Mary said: "That disease,
over which science has since achieved a
succession of glorious and beneficent vic-
tories, was then the most terrible of all
the ministers of death* The havoc of the
plague had been far more rapid: but the
plague had visited our shores only once
or twice within living memory; and the
smallpox was always present, filling the
churchyards with corpses, tormenting
with constant fears all whom it had not
yet stricken, leaving on those whose lives
it spared the hideous traces of its power,
turning the babe into a changeling at
which the mother shuddered, and mak-
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